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God calls us to welcome all of God’s children as siblings in Christ. But what are the best ways to welcome 
those who have been “born into the wrong body”? The Gline Allens will share helpful learnings from their 
experience as members of a “transgender family” for your congregation to use in providing an extravagant 
welcome to all.

Blogs 
“The Biblical Case for Embracing Transgender”

https://thesaltcollective.org/the-biblical-case-for-embracing-transgender/

“Responding to the ‘Clobber Passages’”
https://www.genderspectrum.org/articles/faith-resources-clobber

Jennifer Boylan
Author, transgender woman, advocate for transgender and LGBTQ rights
http://jenniferboylan.net/blog/

"Why I had a hard time calling my transgender child ‘they’ — and why I’m doing it anyway”
Debra Malina
The Washington Post

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2018/07/09/why-i-had-a-hard-time-calling-my-
transgender-child-they-and-why-im-doing-it-anyway/?noredirect=on

Videos
Children of God

Nadia Bolz-Weber
https://vimeo.com/187856865 or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSwfjGitdEk

Transgender Rights: Last Week Tonight with John Oliver (HBO, 2015)
A humorous, yet spot-on description of transgender and civil rights for transgender persons, 
researched in partnership with GLAAD. (contains profanity)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmoAX9f6MOc 

The Whittington Family: Ryland’s Story (age 6)
How one family saved their child from a life of misery
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAHCqnux2fk 

Books
Mom, I’m Gay: Loving Your LGBTQ Child and Strengthening Your Faith

Susan Cottrell
President of FreedHearts, a ministry for families of LGBTQ individuals, this book answers 
common questions about LGBTQ people and issues, provides guidance for acceptance, and an 
examination of the Bible and faith through the lens of gender and sexuality.
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She’s Not There: A Life in Two Genders
Jennifer Finney Boylan
English professor and author of critically acclaimed novels, Boylan began life as a male named 
James Boylan. In this autobiography, she details her lifelong struggle with her burgeoning 
femaleness and the path she followed to become a female, both physically and mentally. For 40 
years, the author lived as a man, seemingly happy and marrying a woman and fathering two 
children. At a certain point, she realized that she couldn't suppress her desire to live as a female 
and eventually went through the steps to become female, including sexual reassignment surgery.

Children’s Books
My Princess Boy

Cheryl Kilodavis
Inspired by the author’s son—and by the author’s own initial struggles to understand his choices
—this is a story about unconditional love and one remarkable family. It is also a call for 
tolerance and an end to bullying and judgments, and a loving reminder that the world is a 
brighter place when we accept people for who they are. (4 and up)

10,000 Dresses 
Marcus Ewert
This gorgeous picture book—a modern fairy tale about becoming the person you feel you are 
inside—will delight people of all ages. (5 and up)

William's Doll
Charlotte Zolotow
One day someone really understands William's wish for a doll, and makes it easy for others to 
understand, too. (2 and up)

The Princess Knight
Cornelia Funke  
This picture book shares the story of Violet, a princess whose father demands that her hand in 
marriage be won by a male knight. Violet trains and disguises herself as a boy to win her own 
hand and her freedom. (3-6 years)

I Am Jazz
Jessica Herthel and Jazz Jennings 
This picture book, written by young transwoman Jazz Jennings, tells her real life story 
transitioning from being born a boy into growing into her identity as a girl. (4-8 years)

Red: A Crayon’s Story
Michael Hall
A blue crayon mistakenly labeled as “red” suffers an identity crisis. A story about being true to 
your inner self and following your own path despite obstacles. (Ages 4-8)

Transgender Children of God
Megan Rohrer
Ages 2-8
Pastor Megan Rohrer celebrates the diverse choices that transgender individuals can make 
throughout their life and that God will love us no matter what we choose, wear, who we love, or 
how we identify. (ages 2-8)

http://www.amazon.com/Cheryl-Kilodavis/e/B0044ZMJM4/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1/182-4621361-2988949
http://www.amazon.com/Marcus-Ewert/e/B001JRWOTI/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1/182-4621361-2988949
http://www.amazon.com/Charlotte-Zolotow/e/B000APD37W/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1/182-4621361-2988949


Young Adult Books
Luna

Julie Ann Peers 
This young adult novel tells the story of Liam, a young boy who reveals his true female self, 
Luna, at night, and follows her coming out to her family and community. 

Parrotfish
Ellen Wittlinger 
This novel follows Grady, formerly Angela, a high school junior, as he comes out as being 
transgender, and experiences acceptance and rejection at school and at home. 

Organizations That Support Transgender Rights
More Light Presbyterians

More Light believes we must refocus on who God is as a way to understand the fullness of what 
God is calling us to next.
https://mlp.org
https://mlp.org/trans-inclusion/

GLAAD
For over 30 years, has been at the forefront of cultural change, accelerating acceptance for the 
LGBTQ community.
https://www.glaad.org

PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians & Gays)
Resources for family members and allies of LGBTQ persons
https://pflag.org

Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ
https://openandaffirming.org

National Center for Transgender Equality
https://transequality.org

Curriculum Materials
transACTION: A Transgender Curriculum for Churches and Religious Institutions (free download)

Institute for Welcoming Resources
https://otherwisechristian.com/2019/08/29/transaction-curriculum/

Transitioning to Inclusion: A Guide to Welcoming Transgender Children and Their Families in Your 
Community of Faith (free download)

Kelsey Pacha
The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies in Religion and Ministry at the Pacific School of 
Religion
https://www.clgs.org/multimedia-archive/transitioningyouthresource/

Guide to Being a Trans Ally (free download)
from PFLAG

https://openandaffirming.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/PFLAG-Guide-to-Being-a-Trans-Ally.pdf
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