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Touch the Earth Lightly 
Session 5:  Blessing of the Animals 
 
This is the concluding session in this series.  The focus is on St. Francis of Assisi and a blessing of 
the animals.  It will also bring together all the elements of the previous sessions.   
 
Suggestion:  Offer the session outside and encourage/invite all participants to bring an animal, 
perhaps a beloved pet, to the session. People who are not able to bring an animal may wish to bring 
a picture of an animal they love or a photo of an endangered species in the wild. It is important to be 
sensitive to the needs of those who are grieving for their animal companions. Invite people to also 
bring photographs of their deceased, beloved animal companions to the service.  
 
Space is needed between many of the animals to provide a comfortable context. Of course, plan 
where you would need to hold the session if weather doesn’t permit being outdoors. Remind all that 
animals must be on a lead. 
 
Materials Needed:  

• An appropriate vessel to hold the water for the blessing of animals 
• 6” x 6” origami paper in various colors 

 
Preparation Ahead of time: 

• Prepare a display of the Focus Activities that have been created throughout the sessions 
• Continue to string cranes and display them for others to see 
• Copies of the Honoring Our Pets handout 

 
Gathering Activities 
Since this is the last session, decide if you will continue folding cranes or use this time to string them 
all together. Will you use this time to observe and visit with all the animals that are assembling. 

• Fold origami peace cranes– then string them together to be installed in the sanctuary – as you 
are folding say a prayer for the planet, endangered species, etc. 

• Collect pictures of creation taken on cellphones as people are gathering (or ahead of time). 
Examples:  sunset, animals, insects, trees, flowers.  Have someone receive these during the 
session to display a slide show/PowerPoint presentation at the very end of the session 
 

 
Opening Prayer 
  
Leader: The Lord be with you! 
People: And also with you! 
Leader:  Please repeat this prayer and these motions after me. 
  

May God be in my mind (using your right hand, touch middle of forehead) 
May Jesus be in my heart (using your right hand, touch middle of chest) 
May the Holy Spirit be by my side (using your right hand first touch the left shoulder, 
then the right shoulder.) 
Amen! 

 
Opening Song:  For the Beauty of the Earth 
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Prayer 
 
Creator God,  
Your world is a wonderful and beautiful place,  
Full of variety, full of wonder, full of life!  
This is your world: teach us to love it!  
 
Sometimes, though, we mess things up.  
We can be greedy, selfish and irresponsible.  
This is your world: help us to respect it!  
 
Teach us to use each day wisely.  
Help us to build a community that is filled with your goodness.  
This is your world: encourage us to grow it!  
 
Through our prayer  
Unite us with children all across the planet as we seek to create a better world.  Amen 
 
Video 
What a wonderful world - https://www.facebook.com/GreenAnglicans/videos/1004605196301563/  
 
What thoughts came to mind as you were watching this video? 
How many animals can you name that you saw? 
Did you have a favorite sceen? 
Did it feel differently hearing the words to this familiar song be read rather than sung?  How? 
 
 
 
Litany by Andy Wade 
Godspace.wordpress.com 
 
Leader: We thank you, Lord, for the gift of your creation. We thank you for plants, for water, for soil 
and seeds, for rocks and air, and for all animals. We thank you for all these gifts and ask you to help 
us be good and wise caretakers of this beautiful earth. In Christ’s name, Amen. 
 
Leader: Now, I will read several prayers about animals. Since all kinds of animals are important gifts 
in the cycle of life, please respond to each of these prayers with, “We thank you, Lord, for the gift of 
animals.” 
 
(The leader might ask children to practice saying, “We thank you, Lord, for the gift of animals,” before 
continuing. 
 
Litany of Thanks for Animals in the Life Cycle of Earth 
 
We thank you, Lord, for the gift of animals in our lives. We thank you for animals that comfort us, 
delight us and give us companionship. We thank you for dogs and cats, birds and hamsters, guinea 
pigs and fish. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for the gift of animals. 
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We also thank you, Lord, for animals that give us wool and feathers to keep us warm. We thank you 
for animals that give us milk, cheese and eggs to help us grow and to keep us healthy. We thank you 
for horses, donkeys and oxen that work hard on farms around the world. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for the gift of animals. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for animals that eat plants and fertilize the soil, making it richer and more fertile 
for new growth and new life. We thank you, Lord, for the gift of insects, and especially bees, to 
pollinate fruit and vegetable plants for us to eat and flowers to give us joy. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for the gift of animals. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for being our Good Shepherd, for seeking us when we are lost, for showing us 
water to quench our thirst, and for leading us to green pastures. Help us to share our blessings with 
others and to help others have clean water and green pastures to feed and nourish their families, too. 
 
In Christ’s name, Amen. 
 
 
Reflection/Proclamation/Story 
 
Listen to the words of Jesus… “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.” —Matthew 25:40 
 
Today is a day of serving those we might consider “the least” of the kingdom of God. We gather on 
this day to honor St. Francis of Assisi, a saint who listened to God, who took care of creation, and 
who ministered to animals. 
 
St. Francis grew up in a wealthy household, and as a young man, he decided to give up all his riches 
– even his nice clothes – to serve God and others. He treated all animals with respect and, it is said, 
once preached to a flock of birds. 
 
Animals are indeed important in our lives. We live with them. We play with them. They give us 
comfort and joy. But animals also help to nourish us. On this day, we honor both our pets and those 
animals who give us food, work on our farms, and are part of the cycle of life on our earth. 
 
We also look today to the example of Francis of Assisi in serving and giving to others. As the son of a 
wealthy merchant in Assisi, in Italy, Francis could have lived a life of great pleasure. Instead, he lived 
a life of great service and great sharing. 
 
Eight hundred years later, we are asked to share, just as Francis of Assisi was asked to share and 
serve. We are all asked to be the hands and feet of Christ whenever we see “the least” of our human 
family in hunger or in thirst. 
 
In many countries of the world, animals are an important part of people’s lives. Animals pull plows, 
provide eggs and milk, pollinate plants and fertilize soil. Animals are truly a gift and a vital part of 
creation. 
 
As we honor our own animals this day, we also honor the role of animals in feeding the hungry, all 
over the world. We pray to seek out people in need, wherever they might be. We pray to serve them 
with our gifts, our blessings and ourselves. 
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Questions for Discussion 
 
How have animals blessed us in our own lives?  
How might we share the joy and comfort we receive with others?  
Where do we see “the least” of our human family?  
How might we follow the example of St. Francis of Assisi in thought, word and deed? 
 
Additional resource: Brother Francis of Assisi by Tomie dePaola  https://amzn.to/3rttYQV 
 
 
Prayers for the People 
 
Now, we will pray to seek and serve others through the gifts and abundance we enjoy. Please 
respond to each of these prayers with the words, “We pray to share your peace, dear God.” 
 
(The leader might ask everyone to practice saying, “We pray to share your peace, dear God,” before 
continuing.) 
 
Leader: The Lord be with you! 
 
People: And also with you!  
 
Leader: Help us to remember the example of Francis of Assisi, and help us to remember that we 

are the hands and feet of Christ. 
 
People: We pray to share your peace, dear God. 
 
Leader: Help us to bring healing to this hurting world. Help us to act as Jesus to those in need. 
 
People: We pray to share your peace, dear God 
 
Leader: Help us to appreciate our many blessings. Help us to share what we have with others. 
 
People: We pray to share your peace, dear God. 
 
Leader: Help us especially to share your hope, your care of each and every person in this world, 

and your Kingdom of Heaven, so that all will have abundant life in you. 
 
People: We pray to share your peace, dear God. 
 
Leader: We also pray for those in need in our own community. You may name them or pray for 

them silently, if you wish. 
 
(Please pause so that everyone may freely make their own intercessions.) 
 
Leader: We thank you, God, for the gift of animals in our world. We thank you for the role of 

animals in serving as our companions, in fertilizing our soil, in pollinating our plants and 
in providing food and drink for us. We pray for those who raise animals to support 
themselves and their families, and we pray to help give others gifts for life. 
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Leader: In Christ’s name,  
 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
 
Circle of Praise – A Version of Psalm 148  
 
People:  Praise the Lord!  
 
Leader:  All rabbits, hamsters, and guinea pigs:  
 
People:  Praise the Lord!  
 
Leader:  All creatures of the waters, the goldfish, guppies, and swimming creatures:  
 
People:  Praise the Lord!  
 
Leader:  All of the winged ones, robins, wrens, and singing birds:  
 
People:  Praise the Lord!  
 
Leader:  All bats, squirrels, and raccoons:  
 
People:  Praise the Lord!  
 
Leader:  All horses, cows, wolves, and sheep:  
 
People:  Praise the Lord!  
 
Leader:  All lizards, snakes, cockroaches, and creeping things:  
 
People:  Praise the Lord!  
 
Leader:  Every animal in the sky, the sea, and the forest:  
 
People:  Praise the Lord 
 
Circle of Blessing 

NOTE:  All worshippers with animals or photos of animals now come forth and form another circle, 
each person placing a hand on the animal being held. The leader then moves to each animal, 
saying its name, holding a hand over the animal, and blessing it in the name of the Christ who 
fills and heals creation. 
Blessing: the leader circulates through the congregation, asks the name of the animal, places 
his hand on the animal’s head (if appropriate) and then blesses the animal: 
 
Leader: “Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the 
sea, birds in the air and animals on the land. You inspired Saint Francis to call all of them 
his brothers and sisters. We ask you to bless this beloved creature. By the power of your 
love, enable it to live according to your plan. May we always praise you for all your beauty in 
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creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.” 
 
As the prayer is offered, the pet is gently sprinkled with holy water. 
[If a person has brought a photograph of their pet rather than the animal itself, then bless the 
owner, and have them pass on this blessing when they return home] 
 

Remembrance of those Who Have Died 

NOTE: At this point in the service, bring the photographs forward and place them on a table or 
bench which has been set up for this purpose. Have a basket of rosemary sprigs next to the 
table (optional) for them to take as they return to their seats. 
 
Leader:  We remember our animal companions who are no longer with us physically. We give 

thanks for the gifts they gave us and the variety of ways they enriched and blessed our 
lives. We are confident that our Creator continues to care for them. 

 

People:  Amen 

Charge  

Distribute copies of the handout: Honoring our Pets 

Prayer of Intercession 

Leader: Loving God, 

We bring to You the prayers of the people. 
Today we offer up prayers for the people dedicating their lives to the welfare of animals and 
the ecosystems in which they live.  
 
For farmers and veterinarians, that they may always be 
guided by You to treat the animals in the care with dignity and respect. 
 
We pray for those who are working at policy and project levels, and for those tending to the 
needs of all of creation which is threatened by climate change and environmental destruction. 
 
We pray for all to see the interconnectedness of creation, that we may mend the brokenness 
that has led to exploitation and even extinction, of some of Your Creation. 
 
Help us to be like St Francis, that our hearts may be open to the wonder of all your creation, 
even fearsome wolves. 
 
We pray for peace between us and all our brothers and sisters in creation. 
Enable us, and all of creation to sense your presence, of our Oneness with You. Amen 
 
Sending 
 
Leader:  Christ calls you to be his disciples, to serve him with love and compassion, to serve our 

common home, the Earth, by caring for all creation. 
Will you, guided by the Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life, care for creation? 
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People:  Guided by the Holy Spirit, we will care for creation and all the world’s vulnerable 
people! 
We will nurture our pets and all animal kin! 
We will celebrate the circle of life with them! 

 
 
 
Closing Blessing 
 
Leader:  May the Holy Spirit fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence on Earth and the 

presence of Christ within you. Go in peace! Serving Christ and loving all creatures! 
 
People:  We go in peace, serving Christ, loving our brothers and sisters in all of creation. 
 
In the name of Jesus — 

Let us Love…with Open Hearts! (Touch heart) 
Let us Learn...with Open Minds! (Hands on each side of head) 

Let us Serve…with Open Arms! (Both arms stretched out) 
 
Closing Song 
 
Show creation photography taken by members of the congregation during the singing of All Things 
Bright and Beautiful  
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Honoring our pets 

We don’t OWN our pets; we share our homes with them… 
and that changes everything about our interactions with them! 

 

• Avoid impulsive decisions about obtaining pets and understand that you are committing to the 
relationship for the life of the pet.  If you find that you can no longer take care of your pet, find a safe, 
loving alternative. 
 

• Recognize that pet ownership requires an investment of time and money.  You are responsible for the 
pet’s food, water, shelter, health care and companionship.  Remember that your pet is completely 
dependent on you! 

 

• Ensure that your pets are properly identified (i.e., tags, microchips) and that registration information in 
associated databases is kept up-to-date. 

 

• Your pet’s health, in many ways, depends on you.  Find a veterinarian you trust and make sure that you 
provide preventative, as well as therapeutic, health care for your pet.  Budget for potential emergencies.  
Make sure your home is “pet- safe.”  Pesticides, medications, household cleaners and some houseplants 
can be deadly to your pet.  Know what is dangerous to your pet and keep those things out of reach.   
Spay or neuter your pets.   

 

• Keep your pets inside (except for bathroom breaks!).  Supervise them closely when they are allowed 
outside.  Domestic animals are responsible for the deaths of an incredible number of birds and small 
animals each year and their own safety can be in jeopardy from vehicles, other animals, and accidents.  
An outdoor cat’s average lifespan is 3 years; an indoor cat's average lifespan is 14 years! 

 

• Be aware of weather conditions. Leaving your dog in the car on a hot day or in the yard without shade or 
water is risking your dog's life.  

 

• Supervise children around pets.  Don’t allow them to tease or frighten an animal.  Teach children 
compassion and respect for animals. 

 

• Don’t let your pet down.  You aren't a dog owner just on the weekends, or in the afternoon, or when 
you have spare time.  You aren't a dog owner just when he is behaving or a cat owner just when she's a 
cute fuzzy kitten.   

 

• Be your pet’s friend!   Provide physical and mental stimulation appropriate for the animal.  Set aside 
time each day for play sessions.  Talk to your pet.   She maybe won't understand your words, but she will 
enjoy the sound of your voice.  Talking to your pet will make her feel involved.  Be kind to your pet and 
shower him with love... remember, you are his world!  Your pet will love you no matter what.  Return 
the favor! 


