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Vocation according to Cahalan

* (allings are discernec
* [hrough relationships

e [hey evolve over time
* hey are multiple and changing

* [hey are dependent on the emergent capacities of the body
e Mutually influencing and responsive to others

"bod calls each person as the embodied person he is in the time of fife he is...each has an ‘already” vocation; we fail if we see younger people as living in a time of 'not

vet vocations or older adults as having lived out their callings." Lalling All Jears boog Cahalan and McLemore, 4.



Ceneral Vocational tarks of every
(ijertage

e (hildhood: wonder, learning, growing, forming adults

* Adolescence: Passion and possibility

* Young Adults: sorting through narratives to discern what they wil stake their lives on

o Middle Adults: generativity, focus on living a worthy life

e Late Adulthood: mentor, love, share stories with younger generations

e (lder adulthood: blessing others, slowing down
o trom Lallng All Jears Good] Kathleen Cahalan and Bonnie Miller-McLemore



Childhood: Crow and (earn, Tewdt and
Woruder

* |nfancy and loddlernood

o [rust - caring relationships with adults is paramount

* Wonder: connecting God with creation, with everyday activities, foundational narratives of faith
o bxposure to ritual, lturgy, worship, music

o School-age (6-11

* brow and learn

o uriosity at an all-time high
o Abilities constantly changing and evalving: both cognitive, physica

o Beginning to connect themselves to bod's story- seeing themselves as contributing members to worshiping community



Adoledcence: decking udentity and
belonging

Passion and Possibility: vocational tasks
How do we connect the passion of adolescents with the passion of Christ?
How do we share that this faith is one worth staking one’s life on
How do we open possibilities for joy, service, talent in our ministries?

James Fowler, in his book, Séages of faih, says this about adolescents’ growing self-awareness

* " [ see you seeing me: | see the you | think you see." ("Séages of faith, 1)

Kenda Creasy Dean: “adolescents are wired for passion... they feel it in their bones, proclaim it in their hopes and hormones, act out its power and herald its

I

promise for the imprecise art of human life." (Creasy Dean, Aacticing Fassion: Jouth and the luest for a Passionate Church; 6.

30 what?



Young Adulhy: Sifting andd Dircerning

Vocational task: exploration of identity outside of the structure of family and context of origin. {Cahalan/MclLemare, Ch. 5)

Need exemplars, people in middle adulthood outside of family who are mentors/quides

They need a community of faith that acts out of integrity; they want to see that what we say is what we do and that what

we do serves the community and world



Adully af dipjerent Htages

o Middle Adults: Generativity, focus on making an impact on next generation

* Needs: community where they can connect with younger generations as mentors and where they can sort out the

oriorties for the changing realities of their lives {middle-age, for some empty-nests efc)

e Late Adulthood:mentor, love, share stories with younger generations

o Needs: a community that provides opportunities for storytelling, for wisdom-sharing, for mentoring

e (lder adulthood: blessing others, slowing down

o Needs: a community that values dabbath rest, that honors the slowing down, notices the changes and celebrates the [ife fived



Why does thiy matter in worship?

* [he communal aspect of vocations

e (ur calling is mutual: it responds to the calling of another

e [he diversity and beauty of bod's being are best seen in an intergenerational community that shares the gifts and
talents of each life stage

* Joday's society treats us mostly as ‘consumers and offers us weak alternatives to our calling to love God and love our
neighbor. For adolescents and young adults, in particular, this can lead to ‘purposeless drift.” Intentionally fostering
relationships across the lifespan that honor young people’s gits, talents, and skills and hamessing their God-qiven
passion and prophetic call to justice transtorms lives and sparks young peaple to faithful action that glorifies bod and
works towards the common qood_



