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Dismantling Transactional Ministry

Contact Information:

Michael Schulte, 618-979-6320, michael@thedwellingws.org

Church Website: www.theDwellingWsS.org

Spirit and Service Learning Experience Website: www.SparkDwell.org
Instagram: @theDwellingW$s

Kickstarter: Oh shoot! It's already January?! | really need to get the youth mission trip (or Vacation Bible
School) on the books for next summer. What will the theme be? Where will we go? Should we plan our own or
use an existing company/curriculum? Lots to do before Sunday’s Christian Ed committee meeting!
e How does your church make decisions about the types of mission work you do with young people?
What values or theologies do you hope to articulate through these trips?
e |If planning a VBS, how do you integrate social ministry into the curriculum? What messages do you
communicate to young people about folks living on the margins?
e How do these messages and theologies relate to your church’s general mission or vision regarding
social ministry?
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Paired Discussion: “Take this food; make me feel good”
1. What do transactional service experiences teach young people?
2. What are the benefits of transactional service experiences? Why do we keep doing them?
3. What makes transactional service problematic, especially when doing them with young people?

Notes:

Dismantling Transactional Ministry
e When you think of the word solidarity, what comes to mind? Why?

Notes:




“with” vs. “for”
e What is the difference between “service to” and “building community with”?
e How does this minor semantic shift impact our lens (or even our theology)?
e What does this difference communicate to our young people?

Notes:

Closing: 3, 2, 1 Learning Reflection

Name three things you learned during this session (or, perhaps three things you hope to takeaway and
implement in your congregation).

Name two things you hope to do differently when presenting service to young people (or things you hope to
emphasize more).

Name one (or more) questions you will continue to wrestle with when planning service learning opportunities
for young people.










