
 

 

 

Intergenerational New Members Lesson Plans and Slides 

JoAnne Sharp, CCE 

APCE Annual Event- January 31, 2025 

 

Session 1 

Objective of this time together is to… 

●  Introduce ourselves. 

● Glean some basic understanding of Intergenerational Christian Formation 

● To begin to build community 

 

The Educator before the session begins needs to: 

● Create slides based on outline (slides should have dark background with light text) 

● Gather group building items 

○ Create Table Tents 

■ Name and what do we call you? 

■ Where did you live before here? 

■ Favorite Candy 

● Gather materials for collage 

○ Cardstock 

○ Glue sticks 

○ Scissors 

○ Markers 

○ Magazines 

○ Colored Pencils 

○ Crayons 

○ Assorted stickers 

● Gather materials for community covenant 

○ Large Post It pad 

○ Markers 

○ Blue Painters’ Tape 

● Make a poster that explains the 3 Before Me Rule* 

● Check with attendees about food allergies and order lunch 

● Ensure that there are paper products for meal or arrange for dishes, silverware, and 

glassware 

● Plan room arrangement 



 

 

 

● Select opening poem1 

● Select closing charge2 

 

Opening Activity (Meal 30 minutes) 

 Welcome and encourage learners to mix up family groups 

  Share…God’s Holy People (page 75) from Searching for Shalom by Ann Weems 

  Blessing of the food 

  During the meal encourage the learners to begin to think about the table tents 

As meal wraps up say: As we clear the tables, I invite you to use the Legos to create something 

as an individual and then with your table mates join those individual pieces into a group 

piece…while you are working answer the 3 questions on the screen, they are also on your 

table tents…we have 15 minutes and know that someone needs to describe, share what all you 

created as a group…in less than 3 minutes! Time starts now! 

 

Activity 2 (20 minutes) 

 Community Covenant and introduce Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Say: We are creating safe space…in creating that space we need to establish 

guidelines/covenant for all of us…listen to Joel 2:1-2, 12-17…Joel is known as a minor 

prophet, it is the second in the collection of 12 that make up the collection of prophetic books 

in the Christian Bible and the second book in the scroll of the Twelve Prophets in the Hebrew 

scriptures. We don’t know much about Joel, just that he is the son of Pethuel…no king or 

historical event is named, but he quotes other prophets…so the best guess timeline is roughly 

500-400 BCE(Before Common Era) which places it post exile…he mentions Judah and he is 

familiar with worship in the Temple, so there is the thought that he may have lived in 

Jerusalem or near Jerusalem…if he was speaking to those outside of city, the farmers type 

they know the damage that locusts could and have caused…what else did you notice about the 

reading…first the horn is blown, the horn was blown to call the army together in times of 

war…and it was also used to call the community assembly…the whole community from 

 
1 Ann Weems, Resources for Creative Worship: Searching For Shalom, (Louisville, KY: Westminster-John 
Knox, 1991) 75. 

2 Book of Common Worship, (Westminster/John Knox: Louisville, 2018) 154. 



 

 

 

Infants to the bridegroom and the bride…within this space, this community are an 

intergenerational learning space here is 5 key things that I want us all to hear and hold on 

to… 

 

As leader/facilitator of this space my requests is that we start on time, even if that means we 

have to push people out of the space, and we all arrive on time… and we practice 3 before 

me…what that means is that if you speak, then you wait for 3 other voices before you speak 

again*…what else? 

 

Add comments as the learners…say we are going to take a 5 minute wiggle break, while this is 

happening, please sign the covenant. 

 

Call the group back together for the next activity. 

 

Activity 3…Individual Collages (20 minutes) 

Say: Now let’s learn something about each…on the rectangle tables are supplies for you all to 

create a collage that will reflect who you are…where you have been…what your passions are 

or aren’t…what drives you crazy…only rule is don’t put your name on the front, put it on the 

back because these are going to hang in this common space for the next 3 weeks…20 minutes 

to create, y’all can do it. 

 

As the time is coming to close, provide painters tape to hang the collages in the space 

designated…say: We aren’t going to share about our collages because I want you all to spend 

time at the close of this time today to look at them, and ponder on them, chat about them but 

really look at them… 

 

Now we are going to change the space a little bit…move at your table so that you can see 

everybody in the space… 

We are going to talk about the questions on the screen…so take a few minutes and ponder on 

them. 

 



 

 

 

Activity 4…Conversation Time based on these questions (20 minutes) 

● Why this community? 

● What gifts do you bring to this community? 

● Or are you still working on knowing your gifts? 

● What are your expectations of this community? 

 

Closing Activity…Hebrews 10:19-25 (10 minutes) 

Say: We are going to close with a reading from Hebrews…now the author of Hebrews is not 

clear…it doesn’t start like a typical Paul letter…the Eastern tradition holds to Paul as the 

author…the Western tradition let go of that thought process around 1600…what events had 

happened and were still happening in the western sphere…the letter is in section that the NIV 

calls the Pastoral letters where Paul gives instructions but in the introduction of Hebrews the 

NIV scholars give us the possibility that Barnabas…who was a partner in ministry with Paul, 

or perhaps it was Apollos, he was favored by Martin Luther as the author…both men were 

learned Jewish men who became leaders in the early church…both were associates of 

Paul…and they had knowledge of this group of “Hebrews” they were writing. 

Ask one of the learners to read the Scripture from the slide 

Say: What words of encouragement do you hear in this reading? 

Write the responses on a large post it pad if there is no whiteboard. 

 

Say: Next week we are going to look at this community…its beginning, it history, its changes 

and its current story…we are going to look at Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and Galatians 6:1-5 

This is the Book of Common Worship…written for Presbyterian worship. I have the Pastoral 

edition as well as this big one…I’m going to read something written in red, that means it is 

instructions not words of Jesus…. 

“A deacon or elder may share God’s summons to service from the font, table, or door of the 

church, using one of the following, or another charge (154)” (Book of Common Worship, 30) 

We will always close with a charge…we may open with a poem like we did today which wraps 

into the blessing of the food, or we may open with something from this book or the Book of 

Confessions or the Book of Order. 

 Go out into the world in peace. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your mind: and love your neighbor as yourself. (BCW, 154) 



 

 

 

 

The slides can be found in Appendix 7 

 

Session 2 

Objectives of this session: 

● Continue to build community 

● Explore the history of this congregation 

● Learn the structure of this congregation 

 

The Educator before this session needs to: 

● Create slides specific to the Educator’s congregation/setting 

● Create Scavenger Hunt specific to the Educator’s congregation/setting 

● Mark the parts of the Book of Order the Educator will be referencing during this session 

● Gather materials for the different activities 

○ Blank Index Cards 

○ Crayons 

○ Colored Pencils 

○ Yarn 4 colors 

○ Painters’ Tape 

○ Candy 

● Select poem from Searching For Shalom 

● Select Opening sentence from BCW  

● Select Closing Charge and ask one of the Learners to lead it 

● Ask Learner to be prepared to read scripture 

● Order lunch and ensure paper products or dinnerware are available 

● Plan Room Arrangement 

 

Opening Activity (Meal 30 minutes) 

 Share Prayer of Thanksgiving 3 

 Blessing 

 
3 Weems, 63. 



 

 

 

 Encourage conversations at the tables 

 

Say: As we begin our active learning time, I’m going to share an opening sentence from the 

BCW, our words are on the screen. 

Before we start with our activities, let’s take a couple of minutes and go around the tables and 

reintroduce ourselves… 

 

Activity 2 (Avatar/Logo 10 minutes) 

On the tables we have index cards along with markers, crayons and colored pencils…what we 

are going to do is create avatar/logo type image that reflects you…for example mine is a 

“turtle” with 6 paws prints…turtles are something that I collect, and as someone pointed out 

to me quite recently that theologically  I carry community with me wherever I go thus the 

turtles…and the 6 paws reflect my 6 grandpups…10 minutes is the time I have allotted for this 

activity…we don’t need masterpieces. 

 

Activity 3 (Scripture and Active Scavenger Hunt 25 minutes) 

Say: 

Today our goal is to learn some history of this faith community. A community founded in 

XXXX. The first way we are going to learn some history is we are going to have a scavenger 

hunt…but first let’s listen to Deuteronomy 6:1-9, I have asked “name” to read it for us today. 

(Words on screen encourage them to listen, not read along)... 

The Gospel reading which is paired with this Hebrew scripture in the lectionary is Mark 

12:28-34, candy for whoever can tell us what that scripture is about???? It is where one of the 

teachers/legal experts tries to trick Jesus, and asks him “What is the greatest commandment?” 

Jesus answers with the Shema which is verses 4 and 5 of Deuteronomy…using the NRSV 

because I like the way it sounds better for the Shema “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, 

the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your might.”  

 

Shema in Hebrew means “hear” for a Jewish person, the Shema is equal to the Lord’s Prayer  



 

 

 

for a Christian person…everybody knows it…an observant Jew recites it twice a day in 

morning prayers… 

 

Now in verses 8-9 “bind them on your hand as a sign…put them on your forehead…write 

them on your doorposts” ok that was a “this Educator’s name” translation…a Jewish home 

has mezuzah (small boxes on the doorposts) and the tefillin (small boxes wore on the forehead 

and arm during the morning prayers services)... 

 

Moses is saying, hey these are important words, they need to be said often, you need to say 

them to their children, at home all the time…now how does a scavenger hunt about the history 

of this faith community relate to the Shema…our faith community is built on history…the 

history that goes all the way back to men like John Calvin and Martin Luther…to know this 

particular faith community you need to know some history and as adults in this community we  

should be telling the history of this community…we all need to know where we came from, 

where we have been, where we are and where we are going…so let see how we can divide the 

tables up…there is no need to go to the basement….if a door is locked there is nothing for you 

in that room…you will have 10 minutes when you hear the air horn come back to this space! 

If you think of questions while you are moving around the building, write them down! 

 

Welcome back…I’m going to put the answers up on the screen…was it easy or hard to find 

the answers? 

 

Activity 4…Discussion of the Educator’s congregation (25 minutes with a build in break of 5 

minutes) 

 History of Congregation (10 minutes) 

 Wiggle Break (5 Minutes) 

 Changes to Congregation (5ish minutes) 

 Current Story (5ish minutes) 

Say: As we move into a time of discussion about our congregation, let me remind you of our 

covenant agreement (slide) 

 



 

 

 

What things did you notice while you moved around the church building? 

Since this activity is based on the Educator’s congregation, there are limited scripts so as not to 

include information about the authoring Educator and their congregation. 

 

Share from the Book of Order, G-3.02 regarding the Session. Also share G-2.02 regarding the 

Deacons. 

 

Closing Activity: Connecting our Avatars/Logos (10 minutes) 

Say: To close our time today we are going to use yarn to show our connections to each other 

via our logos/aviators. 

Red yarn is for family connection…Blue yarn I know your name and we chat…Green we are 

more than name and chatting…purple I have never talked to you before but I want to…Adults 

please help the children with this, also this is a SILENT closing activity, I’m going to play 

some hymns that may or may not be familiar 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmUokwvaluU 

 

Galatians 6:1-5(on slide) 

 

Say: Next week we are looking at what being a connectional church means…as well as 

spending time in the Book of Confessions and the Book of Order… 

Our scriptures will be Romans 12:3-7, Matthew 18:19-20, John 15:1-5 and James 1:27, 2:17, 

and 3:17 

 

Say: “Name” will give us our charge (BCW 155) 

Love one another; serve the Lord; live peaceably with all 

 

Amen 

Suggested Scavenger Hunt template is Appendix 8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmUokwvaluU


 

 

 

Slides for this lesson can be found in Appendix 9 

 

Session 3 

 

Objectives of this session: 

● Continue to Build Community 

● Explore Scripture 

● Explore the Connectional Relationship of the PC(USA) 

● Explore the Book of Confessions and Book of Order 

 

The Educator before the session begins needs to: 

● Create slides 

● Gather materials for coloring 

● Print handouts 

○ PC(USA) Structure and Governing Bodies 

  https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/howitworks.pdf 

  PC (USA) Seal found in the Faith Question Resources & Coffeehouse 

https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/Basics/10622670504FQre_00000127129.pdf 

● Order meal 

● Ensure paper products or dinnerware is available  

 

Opening Activity (Meal 30 minutes) 

 Share blessing… 

  We praise God, who is known to us in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. We pray for God to bless us so that we may be a blessing to  

others. We pray for Jesus to be with us, as he promised to be, whenever we gather in his name. 

We pray for the Spirit to make our worship holy, joyful, and true.  

Now bless this food so that it might nourish our bodies so we can live into our call to serve 

you. 

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/howitworks.pdf
https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/Basics/10622670504FQre_00000127129.pdf


 

 

 

https://www.pcusa.org/resource/worshiping-god-together-a-guide-for-children-

21605/?fbclid=IwAR0CY7rfewqXPIv-1EfEhm2x7T2DBWAbt8RvLm_wj9UiV2lRDztvM-

oPQYo 

  Encourage conversations around the tables 

 

Activity 2 (Exploration of Scriptures 20 minutes) 

Prayer of Illumination   

Say: “Name” is going to pray for us 

God of abundant life, your grace is our daily bread. 

Nourish us by your Word and fill us with your Spirit 

so that we may grow in faith and love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (BCW 69) 

 

Romans 12:3-7…Say:  “Name” is going to read the scripture for us… 

After the reading say: Here are some thoughts that professionals have about this scripture…so 

what are your thoughts? Where do you see or hear community? How community is to 

function? 

Matthew 18: 19-20…Say: “Name” has agreed to read for us 

After the reading say: Again, we have some thoughts from professionals…same questions, 

what are your thoughts, where is community in this scripture? 

John 15: 1-5… Say: “Name” is our reader for this familiar passage… 

Say after the reader is finished: Here are the thoughts from some experts…what are your 

thoughts? 

 

James 1: 27… Say: “Child” has agreed to read this verse for us… 

After the child has finished say: Here are some thoughts from the experts, one of them we have 

been blessed to sit at their feet to learn from them. It is hard to glean everything from one 

verse…what are your thoughts? 

https://www.pcusa.org/resource/worshiping-god-together-a-guide-for-children-21605/?fbclid=IwAR0CY7rfewqXPIv-1EfEhm2x7T2DBWAbt8RvLm_wj9UiV2lRDztvM-oPQYo
https://www.pcusa.org/resource/worshiping-god-together-a-guide-for-children-21605/?fbclid=IwAR0CY7rfewqXPIv-1EfEhm2x7T2DBWAbt8RvLm_wj9UiV2lRDztvM-oPQYo
https://www.pcusa.org/resource/worshiping-god-together-a-guide-for-children-21605/?fbclid=IwAR0CY7rfewqXPIv-1EfEhm2x7T2DBWAbt8RvLm_wj9UiV2lRDztvM-oPQYo


 

 

 

Community is what we are called to be… “a Christian can’t be a Christian alone” according 

to John Westerhoff. Westerhoff wrote one of the books we have been reading for our work, 

called “Will Our Children Have Faith?” He was one of the first authors we read as we began 

our work in the church. Do we need to stand up and wiggle before we move into the next 

activity? 

Activity 3 Web of PC (USA) Connection 20 minutes 

Say: This is a resource produced by the PC (USA) that helps explain the web of connection 

between local congregations to the national level. 

Now we are going to do some coloring as we talk about the Presbyterian seal, you all get to 

color it…everything has a purpose in the design…in sharing about the seal use the information 

that comes in the “Family Connection” packet. 

Activity 4 The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (20 minutes) 

Book of Confessions, Part 1(words on the slides) 

Book of Order, Part 2 (words on the slides) 

Closing Activity (10 minutes or so) 

Ask, are there any unanswered questions? 

Explain what the evaluation will look like. Why it matters? 

Charge 

One Voice: Proclaim the good news, 

                   Be persistent in prayer, 

                   Do the work of the gospel, 

                  And carry out the ministry of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

All Voices: Amen 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Evaluation Questions can be found in Appendix 10, as well on the slides. 

Slides for this lesson plan can be found in Appendix 11 

Bibliography for the Lesson Plans can be found in Appendix 12 

  



 

 

 

Slides for Session 1 Lesson Plan 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Slides for Session 2 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Slides for Session 3 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Suggested Scavenger Hunt Questions (session 2) 

• Who were the architects for the XXXXXXX? (this only works if you have architectural 

drawings on display) 

• How many service members are on the Scroll of Honor? 

• List the ones who died in service from the Scroll of Honor. 

• What years are covered on the Service Roll of Honor? 

• Oddest location of a stained glass window?(remodeling put one in a restroom) 

• Location of the Presbyterian Seal? 

• First Pastor to serve more than 2 years? 

• Two Pastors who each served 20 years? 

• What classroom has a fire exit window? 

• What are the names of the 3 rooms on the 3rd floor? 

 

The scavenger should take about 10 minutes, with learners working in pairs of older and 

younger.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 


