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INTERGENERATIONAL 
EASTER WORSHIP

SENSORY-FRIENDLY
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GET TO KNOW ME--
Jen Riddle

• BCBA with over 25 years of experience
⚬ Autism, learning differences
⚬ Age 2-Young Adults

• MDiv with 10 years of experience
⚬ Modified curriculum for inclusion of all ages
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CONGREGATIONAL
CONTEXT
• PC(USA) Congregation in Indiana
• Attendance:

⚬ Total: 130 on average Sunday
⚬ Children & youth: 25 on average Sunday 

• History of willingness to try new things in worship
• 2 Services on Easter Sunday, 2nd has lower 

attendance 
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TRIGGERS
WHY A SENSORY-FRIENDLY

INTERGENERATIONAL EASTER SERVICE?
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• Second service with lower attendance
• Organ was extra loud with fewer people to 

buffer sound
⚬ Two children ran from sanctuary because of 

the volume
• Few points of engagement in the service for 

children and those with learning differences
• Those who seldom attend miss the arc of the 

sadness of Good Friday to the jubilation of 
Easter
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WONDERING
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How can we make 
Easter a day that truly 
includes everyone?

GOALS:
• Reduce sensory challenges
• Increase interaction
• Learning about Good Friday 

and Holy Saturday, not just 
Easter Day
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PROCESS
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• Personal brainstorming and 
observations

• Discussion with Children’s Nurture 
Committee over 1 year period

• Brainstorming with senior pastor
• Illustrated Ministry Planning Guide 

materials from World Communion 
Sunday & All Saints’ Day

• Ideas gleaned from workshops, 
online materials, and continuing 
education events
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IDEAS
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• Paper Bag Christmas Pageant 
(APCE presentation in 2025) as 
a base idea
⚬ “Lessons and Hymns” style

• Music on piano only
• Ensure people of all ages 

participated in pageant
• Low or no reading required
• 30-minute service
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SPEED BUMPS
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• Getting enough parts for everyone to 
participate

• Scripture translation choices
• Motivating dramatization of story without 

practice
• Adding movement into service
• Lack of familiar Holy Week/Easter hymns
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SOLUTIONS
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• Invent and expand roles in the 
Biblical story

• Combine children’s Bible text 
with NRSV

• Create an atmosphere of play 
and fun--breaking the Easter 
Sunday formality & plant 
“ringers” for key roles

• Model movement with the 
“ringers”

• Work with music staff to plan 
hymns
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FEEDBACK
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• DO IT AGAIN!
• Next year:

⚬ Need more roles and bags
⚬ Involve a young person as a 

narrator role
⚬ More out-of-seat and crowd 

participation opportunities
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SELF-
REFLECTION

TIME
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• Use the worksheet to brainstorm 
ways in which your congregation 
can develop more 
intergenerational worship

• How might you modify the Easter 
Paper Bag Pageant for your 
context?
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DISCUSSION 
& 

QUESTIONS
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